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ship. Itis easy to write an essay, or a plausible argument, on 
ginost any subject, but dificult to ascertain facts. It is plea- 
sent to sit at cne’2 eizo and write outa tale of fictitious love or 
wee: not so, to scour the streets, noting the material, and 
measuring the height ef houses, and inqniring into the busi- 
ness of theirinmates. It was the gathering of the malertal for 
the book that gave me the most trouble, and it is in the fideli- 
ty with which this task has been performed, that its principal 
aiecitconsists. As tothe act of co mposition—t hat was com- 
peratively a trifling matter: though the exercise of considera- 
ic judgraent was required in the arrangement; and much dis. 


eretion. lu the remarks which I have found oeecsion to make on 


various subjects, as they came up in the course ef the work :— 


tiose Ihave always offered with a crave sense ef the responsi- 


shite poctir => 


y resting upon me as an at ei 
[inust return my acknowledgments to several gentlemen 
who have furnished me with valuable infurmation, without 
Whose kind assistance the book must have been comparatively 
impertict. T have also derived no little stat‘stical information 


item a series of articles printed about two years ago in the 
pr 


5 


Berks and Schuylkill Journal, under the title of ** Reading as 


itas.”? TP have on one or two oecasions meade short extracts 


trom these, and also from articles published in other papers ot 

vorwudh—alwavs, however, giving credit to the writers, 
ao, no doubt, will properly appreciate the favor conferred, in 
valine them from news-paper obscurity, and redeeming their 
productions from the tomb of oblivion which had already clo- 
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sal, lam not vain enough todeny. Indeed, I am tully sensi- 


ble that there aro some passages in this work, such, forinstance, 


as the lists of houses, the enumeration of trades, vocations, &e., 
which to many inay seem a little dry; still, they are desired 
not to close the bock, or make omissions, but go on. Instruc- 
tion is noi to be slighted merely because incapable of affurding 
entertainment. When, in my youthful days, my venerated 

andfather, in his daily reading out of the old family Bible, 
haps sometimes to hit pon one of those long chapters ot 
names of families, tribes, and kindreds, in the book of Numbers, 
it didn’t do for me io discover impatience, or reiuse to listen. 
Nor was it any more safe to demar, when every new school- 


master required us, a3 a first morning's exercise, toread how 


Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, and so on tilla 


Were begotten, 


If rigid in my requirements of the Reader, Tam by no 
mcans indifferent to his comfort. Ihave accordingly inter- 
spersed my pages with many pleasant passages, forhis speciat 
delight and encourayement—thus attaining unto the perfection 


of authorship, in the unionof the utile dulei. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE 


BOROUGH OF READING. 


7 5 We os i os aoe 


Location AND FIRST SErTLEMENT.—-GENERAL DESCRIPTION.— 
. Warps.—Extent or Town. 


. 


Reaping, is beautifully situated on the eastern side of the river 
Sehuylhill, in 40° 20’ N, Latitude, and Lon. 1° 03/ E. trom 
the city of Washington. Its distance from Philadelphia ts 
fifty-two miles, and it is the same distance from Harrisburg. 

The following interesting account of the location of the town, 
and its first settlement, is transcribed from an article in the 
Ladies’ Garland, for February, 1839. 

** As early as 1732, warrants were taken out by John and 
Samucl Finney, and 450 acres of land surveyed under their 
sanction, which are now entirely embraced within the limits 
of Reading. Whether the inducements to this selection were 
other than its general beauty and fertility, it isnow difficult te 
soy, though it is asserted that when the Proprietaries, John 
and Richard Penn, became aware of its advantages, and pro- 
posed tore-purchase for the location of a town, the Messrs. 
Finney long and firmly resisted all the eforts of negotiation. 
‘This produced a momentary change in the desiga ef the Pre- 
nrictaries, us they eraployed Richard Ifockley to survey and 
lay out the plan of a town on the margin cf the “Sch uylkill op- 
posite its confluence with the ‘Tul; on ken, This survey 3s 
sti!) to be found on record, though divested of any date or name 
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10 THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 


by which the precise period in which it waa made can be ass 
certained. Itis now only known as an appended porion to 
Reading, under the designation of the * Hockley Out-F.ots.’ 

**The importanee as well ag reality of thedesign now appears 
to have subdued the objections of the Fianeys ta the sale ot 
their claim, as they immediately relaxed in their demands, and 
finally yieldcd them to the proprictarics, who at once caused 
the ‘Hockley plot’ to be abandoned, and in tho fall of the year 
17.48, that of Reading to be laid out. 

‘Lhe ditliculty in obtaining water even at great depths 
through the limestone, was the specious reason generally as- 
signed for the sudden vacation of the former site, as the new 
one was remarkable forthe numerous large and copious springs 
existing within its limita. 

“Thus Thomas and Richard Penn, proprietaries and govern- 
ors in chief of the province of Pennsylvania, became private 
owners of the ground pict ef Reading, the lots of which they 
carefully subjected in their utes to an annual quit or ground 
rent. Singular as it may seem, this claim became almost 


‘forgotten through neglect, and the circumstances that resulted 


from the change in the old order of things produced by the 
revolution; indced when recurred to at all, it was generally 
believed to have bovome fuiteit to the State, by the nature af 
thatevent. Buta iow year :ago it was revived by the heirs, 
and its collection atiei.j ted Under the authority of the law; but 
so excited were the j vjudaccyand adverse tothe payment of Its 
accumulated amount, (hai it was generally, and in some cases, 
violently resisted, 1.1) tie ccliberations of a town mecting had 
suggested measures to: tn to amore direct, amicable and per- 
Manent compromise. 

“Like mostcf tie riruiitvetowns of the State, Reading is 
indebted for its name, 45 ia also the county in which it is situa- 
ted, to the native soil of the Penns, 

“Tta area comprises about 2194 aeres of a rich calcareces 
soit, sloping gentiy from Penn's Mount, an olevation on its 
eastern side, te chu river Schuylkill; thus presenting natural 
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tacilitics for its drainage, and the prevention of accumulated 
filth, and adding a decided feature to its wellestablished char- 
acter for health. 

“The streets intersect each other at right angles, and form 
in their direction almost correct indices to the cardinal pcints 
of the compass. ‘Their original names were retained to a very 
recent date, (Aug. 6, 1833,) and were characteristic of the loy- 
alty of the proprietary feeling, as well as family attachment 


i 
F 
3 


aud regard: 
King, Queen, Prince, Duke, Earl and Lord streets, suff- 
ciently evidence the strength of the former, whilst the main or 


central streets, Penn san Callowhill, are as distinctly indica- 


o. 


| 


tive of filial regard. 

« Vannah Callowhill, their mother, was the second wife of 
eee Penn, and had issue beside Ziomas and Richard, of 
Jolin, Margaret and Dennis, whence also had originated the 


wames cf Thomas, Margaret and Richard Streets. Harmilion 
Street trom James Hamilson, Esq.. who was Deputy Governor 


Tae ea 


ct the Province at that period. 
+ The names now substituted ‘as more compatible with the 
eeeeaean simnplicity of our prescnt form of government,’ are 
‘milar to those of Philade Iphia, as the streets running nortli 
and south cemmence at Water street, on the Schuylkill, and 
extend to Twelfth street, while those running ezst and west, 
are called Penn, Franklin, Washington, Chesnut ard Walna; 


i 
f 


In i751. Reading contained 130 dwelling houses, besides 
siaules and other buildings—106 families, and 378 inhabitants, 
shoush about two years before it had notabove one house init. 
By the census of 1850, the population had increased to 
b3L, and it now may be safely estimated at about 3,900. 
The original pcpulatioca was principally Germans, who 
1a 


emigrated trom Wertemberg andthe Palatinate, though the 


[DEER PEO TERRY PENNE Da pe es nV 


umistration of public affeirs wag chiefly in the hands of the 


[2 THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 


‘The former by their prensueente of numbers, gave the 
decided character in habits and language to the place, as the 
Germen was almost exclusively used in the ordiaary transac- 
tions of life and business, and is yet retained to a very great 
extent.” t 

The borough is divided into four nearly equal parts by the 
mtersection of its principal streets—Penn and Fitth. This di- 
vision is recognized in various borough arrangements, and is 
of much practical convenience. 

Pic houses are numbered trom these streets. ‘The bounda- 
ries of the JFards are also marked by them. 

Thicre are four wards. deriving shag noines from their rela- 
tive local situations. The W. £. FFard, includes that portion 
of the town lying between North I Pith and Bast Penn streets. 
The 8. £. Ward, that part embraced between Kast Penn and 
south Fifth strects. The S. 1. Ward, between South Fifth 
und West Penn streets. The MW. TF. Ward, between West 
Penn and North Fifth streets. 

Reading is the largest boroushin the United States. The 
extent of the compact part of the town at present, is about one 
intle cast and west, from the Schuylkill to Twelfth street, near 
the foct cf Penn’s Mount; and about half a mile north and 
south, from Walnut to Chesnut street. The town lies pretty 
Inuch within the above limits, though it is now rapidly ex- 
nding south, in the neighborhood of Pourthand Fifth streets. 
Pes for tue last few years, the course of improvement has 
faxen a decided southern and south-western REEHON, This 
ts OWlag principally to the husiness furnished by the Schuyl- 
auleanal, and by the extensive manufacturing establishment 
Which have been erceted along the bank of the river, in this 


patt of tue berat gh. The creat AUVANtAQeS possess 


spotior manufacturing purposes, advanta ges only lat 
+ t 


covered, and but just des winnie 
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to be improved, wili no doubt 


make this part of the borough the residence of a numerous 


ulation of meek zens of 


and laborers, and enterprising citi 


2ctyY ceseription, It may safely be predicted that within 
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twenty years from this time, those fertile fields between the 
rail road and the river, will all be converted into town. com- 
paetly built. 


CHAPTER TI. 


Tue Census of READING, TAKEN AT DIFFERENT TIMES SINCE 
ITS FIRST SETTLEMENT, TOGETHER WiTH 4 List or Horsss, 
NUMBER OF TaxaBLe Citizens, &c. 


Ta first census of Reading of which we have any account, 
is the one mentioned in the preceding chapter, for the year 
1751, when the number of inhabitants was 378. Ihave not 
been able to find a record of any subsequent census, ene 
to that of 1810; but judging from the number of taxable citi. 
zen3 returned for the year 1769—twenty years after the settia- 
ment of the place—the.whole number or inhabitawts must have 
been at that time about 1009 or 1200. 


Ia 1510, the population of the borough amounted te 3,402 

In 1320 it had increased to, 4,278 
In 1330 the returns gave—W hite males, 9,693 
‘© females 2,746 
- Colored males and females, 192 

' Making a total of 5,631 


Vhe census of 1840 is as follows— 


WF Aite Persona. Males, - Femadea. 

Under 5 years of aga, 651 637 
5 and unde: i9 526 533 
10 and under 15 414 446 
15 and under 20 447 626 
20 and under 30 827 798 
30 and under 40 457 125 
Carried forward, 2322 3437 
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There were, according to the census, nine revolutionary sol- 
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White Persons. 


Broueht forward, 
40 and under 50 

50 and under GO 

60 and under 70 

TU and under SO 

80 and under 90 

YO and under 100 
100 and upwards 


Coloured Persons. 


Lnder 10 years of age, 


10 and under 24 
24 and under 36 
36 and under 55 


55 and under 160 


10C and upwards 


Whole population, 
Deaf and Dumb, 


¢ 


Sn ales eas Sy 


Males. 


3322 
261 
186 
83 
39 


_—_—- 


3397 


a Males. 


36 
33 
30 
18 


Blind—W hite persons, 


Coloured persons 


Females. 


| 


4244 


Slat 


Females. 


37 


+4eF3, pensioners, yet surviving in Reading, viz: 


Michael Spatz, 
Seba 
Peter Stichter, 
Aaron Wiicht, 
Henry Styles, 
Christian Miller, 
Wiilism James, 
Jodeph Snablee, 
a ig | 
Join P, Nagie, 


Sesastian Allaaier, 


aged 
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The Acar of taxable inhabitants of the borough 
of Reading, is oe 


© 
qr 
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‘They aro divided as follows, viz: 


Marricd men, 1378 ; 
ieee 417 
In 1769, they stood thus— 
ge 223 
Single 18 


It appears from this statement, that the proportion of marri- 
ed to single men in the borough, above twenty-one years of 
age, hag changed materially since 1759. Then, the latter 
stood to the former in the ratio of about 1 to 13; pow, they 


stand in the ratio of 1 to 3, nearly. 
» The following enumeration of oe Hlouses in the be- 
rough showing their number, size, material, &c., may not be 
uninteresting, viz: 


>. 4 story Brick 2 
54 3 46 “cc 5A 
394 9 iT Ct yee 394 
329 i 2 “ 322 
92 2 6 Frame 3 
pie bef 1 “6 (qa 247 
33 g Stone 53 
40 l] “ es 40 
8 3 s Log 8 
147 ) es 147 
1363 


‘Phere are also scveral buildings oecupicd as offices. 

Seventy-seven houses, included in the above number, were 
erected during the last year; one of which,built by Mr. Daniel H. 
Boas, coas by the name of the Forge Hammer, from its resem- 
bicneein shape to that favorite implement of Vulcan. Where 
applied to by the builders fora plan, Mr. Dous sent them a 
terge hammer for their model. The result was a rather odd- 
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Joaking, but very convenient house. It is a two-story frame 
building, situated at the canal landing. . 

It appears, on comparing the foregoing result with the num- 
ber of inhabitants, that there is yet occasion for more dwelling 
houses in Reading, notwithstanding the great number which 
have been lately built. ‘The proportion of inhabitants to the 
houses is unusually large—largor, probably than a strict regard 
for heaith and convenience would allow. These circumstan- 
ces, however, furnish pretty sure evidence of the flourishing 


condition of the borough; and from the abundance of eartta/in 


the place, and the well known enterprise of cur mechanics, 
there is very little doubt that, in futurc, the erection of houses 
will keep pace with the wants of our rapidly increasing popu- 
lation. . 


_—-~ 


Remarks upon the Census of 1840. 
Tt appears trom the table at the beginning of the present 


chapter, that the chances of longevity are decidedly in favor of 
the female sex. I believe this has been usually observed to 
be the fact. It is variously accounted for,—as most remarka- 
ble phenomena are. Some ascribe it to the circumstance of 
their being less exposed to hardships, and severe exertion of 
body and mind. Others, to their temperate habits, and the 
greater freedom of their livesfrom exciting and corroding cau- 
ses. There 13 one other hypothesis in regard to it, which I 
will just notice, inrespect of the source from which it comes, 
although it appears to ine to be highly ridiculous. It is the 
= ypothesis, cr rather, post(ive opinion, of an old companionand 
eftiend of mine, a physician, in pretty extensive practica 
aniong the ladies—-having quite a number of fair patienta- 
for-life, under his charge, ipon whom he calls professionally 
at short stated intervals; and reccives for his service a yearly 
salary trom their fathers and husbands. He insists, that the 
more common longevity of females, is owing to their living 
Mm yreater dependence upon medical advice and assistance, and 


plentifuluss of nostrums:—or a3 he expresses it, *‘to their 
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-walking in the fear of the Doctor."’ He proves his theory, 
sinvularly enough, by what he calls the agnalocy of a lamp: 
Life, says he, goes on much upon the same principle asa 
lighted lamp gives out its illuminating particles. When the 
Cil ef the lai ae is exhaustcl, the flame expires. So when the 
quantity of life-sustaining force and i sigare allotted to an in- 
dividual is ea ey his breath ceases. And. as, the more 


You reduce and weaken the flame of your lamp. the longer it 
Will continue to burn and shed its sickly light; so, the more 
lanzuid and inefficient you render existence, the longer will 
you keep the faint breath of life in human nostrils 
The number of females, at the present time exceeds that of 
males, by about 350. This great inequality has principally 5 
grown up within the last ten years; as in 1830, the difference 
was only about fifty. The circumstance is a little surprising, 
when we consider that this has been the period of the greatest 
f prosperity of our borough, so far as population is concerned. 
When the prosperity of a town begins to wane, and people 
are emigrating and moving away, instead of coming into it 
froin other places, it is a common thing fcr the proportion ol 
teumales to gain upon that of males; for single gentlemen, on 
account of their greater fscedom from incumbrances, are usu- 
ally the first to emivrate, leaving their female cotemporaries be- 
i hind. Buthere, there has been no such cause in operation, 
| er the increase of population has been so great as to require 


heaid ef considerable dmmicration. 


' y 

fn What mey be called the middle age of life—betwern 
UWenty or perhins twenty-five and forty, the number of males 

ittlo exceeds that of females. But above or below those ages 


no zecount is greatly in favor of the latter. The greatest in 


ed y 


y takes place between the aves of fifteen and tiwenty— 


. hod 
lity singulur:v oreat, amountin 


Phin Shes 9 T Hg FS 
tnan four females to fvree males. 


r to considerable 


It would be interesting to knaw the number of unmarried 
ravt:s ani furnales. withia some cf the periods noted in the tae 


2 , ae a . . - _ 7 f 
wie cf tha census,—say. from 135 years upwards.: The num 
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ber of the latter must be very large; and many of them would 
be left unprovided with husbands, even should the young meu 
al! make haste to get married betimes. This, however, scems 
by no means to be the fact with them, judging from the great 
number of single men, fared as noticed above, who are 


a 


of 


course all more than twenty-one years old. 
In 1769, there were only eighteen taxable single men in the 


borough. Matrimony flourished then. Put the times are 
sadly changed now! The fault is not altcgether with the 
young men; nor are the ladies to be rashly charged with un- 
kindness. The truth is, that the expense of living, especially 


in the style of fashion, has become so extravagantly great, that 


wily 


@ large portion of the more genteelly bred ie ng men, are, frora 


the insufficiency of their income, under the severe necessity 
of indefinitely postponing matrimony. A arr conscious- 
ness of this Lage occasions mutual forbearance between 
the sexes. ‘Thus are Juxury and false notions of gentility ex- 
tinguishing the fires upon the altar which burned brightly in 
Reading in 1769. 

It was my intention to give the number of births, marria- 
gcs and deaths for the preceding year, but from the great dit- 
ficulty of the undertaking, and the impossibility of accuracy, 
I was obliged to abandon the desicn. From the inquiries Tmade 
however, it appears that while the number of marriages and 
deaths has been only moderate, that of births has becn unusually 
large. It appears farther, that among the births there has 
been a surprising proportion of females. Some idle persons 
have taken it into t 


s to account for this phenomenon, 


Hore, ag usual,a Pesan of opinion eXislts,—some maintain 


pl 
_ cate Mana lone Bil 
tng that itis owing to its having been leap ycar,—others, more 
wildly still, astibe it to the force cf royal example, 
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CHAPTER IIL 


A pist or THE Crercues IN READING, SHOWING THEIR LOCA- 
rion, Dimensions. Dares oF THEIR Srection, Pasrors, &e. 


‘as first house of public worship in Reading, was proba- 
bly that erected by the Friends. It was alog house, built in 
i750, (about one year after the first settlement of the town,) and 


steod on their burial ground. It was tora down in 1766, 
rebullt wher 


and 

eitmow stands. Itisaone story log house, and 

situated in Washincton strect, between Fourth and Fifth. The 

school house, also of logs, was built in 1737, near the meet- 
ang house. 

Lhe German Reforn 


settlement of Reading. ee exact date of its organization, 
however, as well es of the erection of 


red Church, was organized soon after the 


f their first church edifice. 
haz not been asecrt ‘nad, The present building was erected 
in 1532, It isa two story brick building, 75 fect in length 
aud 55 in breadth. The steeple is 151 feet high. 
Building Committee.—Nicholas Lott, Baltzer Smith, Daniel 
Fesig, John Y. Cunnius, Abraham Kerper, John Miller, Esa. 
Masons—Henry and George Graul, 


John and George 
Maltzberger. 


Cerpenters.—Nicholas Lott, James Quinter, George Call. 

This church has two hells, one of which is from the former 
ehurch, which had been built in 1762. The bell was castin 
1753, by Thomas Dailey of Bridgewater. 
ig to the cong 


The school house 
regation, is built of brick and is a very 


4 
aucie iilding. he Rey. Wintiam Pavzi is pastor of this 
aes h. 
The € 


German bu sea Caurch was organized shortly ane 
German Reformed; the congregation long occupied a smali 
log building, situate - tthe 


corer of Wash lington and Sixte 
streets, where 


their church now stands. The present ehurch 
wes erected in 1791, It ig a brick buildine by ol fe 
#iuara, and iathe largest church in Re: ading 


Q - hoe Fers 
lrrus gallerier, and will ¢ 


accommodate 1500 persons. 
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Building Cominiitee.—Peter Filbert, John Witman, John 
Richtinyer, Michael Kraus, Michael Rapp, Matthias Babb- 


Cerpenter.—John Cunnius. 


3feson.—John Strohecker. 


The stecple was erected from the square in 1333, by Conrad, 


William and Joseph Henry. The timber fer its construction, 
was presented by Jacob W. putea of Cumr. The 


height of the steeple is 201 fect and 6 inches. Tt has ‘Aree 


® 


bells, one of which was taken frem the former church, and wa 
east in 1755, by Henry Keppele of Philade ‘obi. ‘The school 
huuse of the congregation, near the church, is an ancient 


x 
s 


x, crected in 1765. “The church is 


ing one story stene building 
under the pestoral charge of the Rev. Jacos Minter.—In this 
church andin the German Retormed, divine service is per- 
formed in the German language. 

The Cathiite Chapel is situated in Seventh, between 
Franklin and <hesnet streets. It was ereeted in 1791—is a 
one story brie yuilding, 20 feet high to the square—50 feet 


long, by 30 in breadth, and will a ecommodate about 300 peo- 


Building Corunitiee —Sebastuin Allyaier and Anthony 
Frieker. 

Curpenter.—s oii Cunnius. 

Muson—lot a Strohecker. 

Pastor. —Rev. Vrancis X. Mansiatrp 

Phe Preshy! olin Chureh,was erected in 1824. Itis a brick 
tardine. 75 un Jength and 40 in breadth, including the 
yestibule ar pes i and will accommodate 600 ae It is 


* 1 

seuated in Pes tween Second and Vhird streetz 

Purlting Concuner.—Lewis Reese, William aac ce, Sam- 
eel Boll sen. 

Mey Vint *2LING, 15 Pastor. 

i her Ear: vk was erected in 1S26. The building 
ael brick. and vet high, besides a basement story of 8 

at. {ts size] nt 50 by 35 tert square, and wth accom. 
Whcatte SH} pers --. The tower is 73 feet hi and heza 


L but vere 1 Gell suspended init. The ehurch is 
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preasantly situsted in North Fifth, between Penn and Wash- 


ington strects. : 

Building ihe a Ns D. B. Keim, Nathanie! P. 
Hobart, Benneville Ketm. , 

Master Mison.—George Malizberger. 

Carpenter. — George (alls si . 


Pasior.—t 


The Jithodizt Church, isa plain brick buildin 


av. 2. U. Moxzean. 


es . 
4, 09 foot in 
S €F 


ected in 


leneth and 50 feetin breadth. This chur rch wa 


titin modern en) andin o 


te; and w proba 
bly accommodate more pes in proportion to its size, than 
any other church in Reading: It has a hieb and commodtious 
basement story, entirely above the surface of the ground. I: 
is pleasantly tapi in South Fourth, between Penn and 
Franklin streets. Building Comimitic 2—The Rev. Mr. Rosch 
Daniel’ Rhine, Jacob Gossler, Nenry Goodhart, Wm. Bode. 
t 


‘pentcr—d 
/ 


osenh A. Sayder. Vasons-—-Geeorge Graul, Charles 
Scider. Plasterer—Thomas McCombs. Present Pastor, Rey. 
Namcei Higeins. 

Tae Bapiist Church.—This society formerly occupied a 


Inccting house near the river Schuylkill; but the location was 
found a bad one, and in 1337, a new Seen chureh was erected 
in Chestnut, near Fourth street, by the Rev. Enoch M. Barker. 
the pastor at that time, which he afterwa fis conveyed to the 
seine It is a plain building, 40 by 50 fe et square, and wile 
eoutain about 300 peonle. 

Cargenter3.—Nathaniel Kirby, Jacob Bingler, 

Sfaso i—Geore e Malt izberge or, 


Tne Rev. Exos M. Puiniips, is the present pastor, 


The Cutversalist Church,isa handsome brick building, situated 
in Franklin, between Fourth and Fifth streets. It was erected 
12 1330— is 60 feet in mee and 40 feetin breadth, and wil! 
accommodate about 509 persons. Ji has a steeple with a bed 


suspended in it. 
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Butiding Commiitee.—Gen. George D. B. Keim, John Rittore 
teohn Green, Daniel H. Boas, John Brawn, Jacob Marshall- 
Masons.—John Maltzberger, George Graul, 
Darpenter,—Arnold Maynard. : 
This Church is at present without a regular pastor, but the 
Rey. Joun Perry, the former pastor, occasionally officiates. 
Besides the above, there are three small churches belonging 
ta the colored population, viz: The Union African Ciurch, 
which is a small frame building, situated at the corner of South 
Ninth anc Franklin streets.—-The Z resbyterian African Church, 
aiso a frame building, situated 1 Washington, between Tents 
and eleventh streets.—Vhe J&thodist 2frican Church, iu Tenth, 
between Washington and alnut streets. It is builtof brick, 
and hasabasementstory. The Rey. Samuzi Muneey is pastor. 
In ali the above churches, there cre regular meetings on the 
sabbath, accompanied with the usual religious exercises, and a 
pretty strict course of religious jae ae 3 with what results. 
may be partly gathered trom the genera! good elharacter, and 
iadustrious, steady habits of our colored population. 


CHAPTER TY, 


Courts.-—-Juncses.—Atrrorseys.—County Orricers.—Jus-— 
TICES OF THE Peace.—Surveyors.—List or SHerirrps.— 
PHYSICIANS. 


Tue subject of the Courts does not come strictly within the 
scope of a treatise upon the statistics of fteading. .E wiltthere- 
fore merely mention that the courts of Quarter Sessions, Or- 
phans’ Court, and Common Pleas, are held four times a year, 
eommencing on the first Mondays of Ja nuary, April, Auguss, 
and November, and continuing two weeks. 

The Judges at the present time, arco—President—Hon. Joua 
Banus. Qssvertate Judecx—Mattuias S. Ricwaros and-Wit- 
tras’ H. Appams, Esq’rs. 

eye.—Joseru Rirres. . 
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‘The following are the names of the Attorneys of the Court, 
together with their places of business. The whole number is 
twenty-six; the two firston the list, however, have retired 
pretty inuch from practice, and seldom atter.d court. 


Marks John Biddle, Office, S. Fifth, near Franklin st. 


Charles Evans, «OS. Fitth, near Chesnut st. 
David F. Gordon, «© Penn, near Fifth. 

Peter Filbert “ Fifth, near Washington. 
Elijah Dechert, “Penn. near Fourth. 

Charles Davis, sé ON. E. cor. of Penn & Sixth. 
Henry W. Smith, ‘© Penn near Sixth. 

Jacob Hoffman, * Penn between Third & Fourtn 
William Strong, “© Fifth near Washington. 
William Dadice, “és North Sixth, near Penn. 
Robert M. Barr. 6 North Sixth, near Penn. 
Henry Rhoads, «Penn, near Seventh. ; 
George G. Bare = «6 North Fifth, near Penn. 

J. Prinzle Jone * Penn between Fourth & Fitth. 


FE rinklin B. She «North Fi th near Penn, 
Wm. C. Leavenworth, “ = North Fifth near Penn. 
ASE ee ler, “~ Fifth bet. Wash’n & Wainut. 


A. ML Sallade, ‘¢ North Sixth near Penn, 
Tass Biches. * Penn between Fourth & Fifth. 
D. W. O'Brien, 6 ON, EL corner of Penn & Fifth. 
Peter Shearer, ** Penn near Sixth. 

William H. Hiester, * Penn between Fourth & Fifth. 
George E. Ludwig, ‘© North Fifth, near Washington. 
Jeremiah D. Litting, “6 Penn, below Third. 

Matthias Mengel, * Penn, near Fourth. 

William Betz, Attorney and Scrivencr, office North Fifth 


near Penn sireet, 


Country QOrricers. 


f 
| 


Prothenotary, - njamin Tyson, Esq. 
Clerk of Quarter Sessions, Sarauel Myers. 

Clerk of Orphans’ Court, ae s Donagan, Esq. 
Register, Joel Ritter, 

Recorder, William Wunder 


meme: 


— 
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Sherilf, Henry Binkley, 
Coroner,’ William Stahle. 


County Commissicr —Michael Reifsnyder, George 
erand John Long. Clerk—John Y. Cuntus. 


County Treasurer—Peter Nagle, Esa. 


Justices oF THE Peace anp 


Williain Schoener, Ps. office, North Pith, near Penn st. 
ot = ae he ae ~* 7 eee v> 
Charies Troxell, Eaq., South Sixth, near Penn. 
William A. Wells, Esq. * Cor. of 8 : 


’ y = ? a) >. i> ae is : = | . > ag 
Phe boroueh of Reading elects four Justie: 


fyact Ar ’ +} . 2 Eva 7 m ~;} 1. t2ti 
but by the death of Henry Betz, Esq., who had hel = 2 es 


vacant, 
Constapies.—Jonathan Greth and William B. Youn. 
The number of Surveyors is four, viz; Matthias S. Rich- 


ards, Esq., George Fox, Esq.. Wil 


i ; 
Vhe toilowing list of all the persons who have filled the oi- 
hee of Sucrire. in the c county of Berks, since the furmation of 


the county In 1752, towerher with the me of their coming into 


{ not be withont interest or usefulness. T! 


ro may 


: 
n€ Some errors In the dates as civen, previcus to the year 1731; 
= i! T Setar a es 1 x rs 
Stuce that time, I believe them all to be accurate. 
: . ~ 
» at eae ba 
Benjamin Lichifoot, 1752 «=Phillip Kremer, * 790 


aeub Weaver, 1764 cae ae i 796 


—_ 
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H. Vans : 1775 “Geora .é ris, Lae 
Pasi i sat aca % ae 

. Lean, daa Danicl IV CT BGI. * bid 
Honry THaffa, 1779 Peter Aurand, 19l! 
Philip Kremer, * St Ioha Miller isit 


beter filbert. 1TR4 Henry Betz. 


ab > o sik bas r ; 
Jicoh Bower, t787 Daniel Werper, * 
: 
ete OU. Pet he offices ef Sherit 
‘lermetion of the 
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John Bicke?, 1826 George Fox, 1935 
James Silliman, 1829 Henry Binkley, 1838 
Henry Bowman, 19832 


The Puysiciays in the borough of Reading, with their, 


are 

Isaac Hiester, office, West Penn, near 4th Street. 
John P. Hiester, “ N. Fitth, near Washington. 
Diller Luther, ‘“ Penn, between Fourthand Fifth. 
William Gries, ‘ Corner of Fourth and Franklin, 
John Oto, “© Penn, between Fifth and Sixth, 


H.H.Muhienburg * Penn, near Fourth. 
Jacob Marshall, ‘ Penn, between Sixth and Seventh. 


John Marshall, “Penn, between Sixth and Seventh. 
A, H. Witman, “ Fifth, between Penn and Franklin. 
Andrew Lippe, «Penn, between Sixth and Seventh. 
P.¥, Nagle, ‘6 Penn, between Eighth and Ninth. 
M. M. Ancona, ss  Fichthorn’s Hotel, (residence, Fe- 


geraville, four miles East of Reading.) 


Daruceists AND SEOTHECAIIES. 


George W. Oakley, N. Fifth, near Washington. 
Gerhart G. Bischoff, E. Penn, bet. Sixth and Seventh. 
Jacob Gauby, FE. Penn, between Fifth end Sixth. 
Mrs. Sarah B. Morris W. Penn, bet. Fourth and Sth., 
4 
ee 


CHAPTER VY. 


fem Ty ee ‘ 
B{sRCHANTS aND T'Rapers—Mecuaxics—Desiness Cares, 
&e. 


i fl 
Che persons engaged in trade, like those ia the le 


t-3sions, are pretty 


r numerous, ‘They may be eee 
lows, in reference to the nature of t heir business. 5 Dry 
Gooda stores, wholesale and retail. 9 Dry Goods, Gro- 
eery and Queensware stores. 6 Clrocery, Liquor and 
Queensware, whoteszle and retail. 19 Grocery, Liquor, 


Queensware, Flour, Feed, &c.3 which stores hold licerece- 


B 


> == mee a = ate na = © 2S 
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3 er Cellars. 2 Bolting Cellars. 4 Confectionary 


stores, wholesale and retail. 6 do. in 4 Book and Statien- 


CeO 
dna aa Sane 


4 
@ 
Toe 


See? Bock Bindery. 7 Shoe stores. 19 Flour, Feed, 


: 4 Hardware atid Iron stores. 1 aaa the sale of Musical In- 


ial 


struments. 2 Fezther stores. 3 Large Store [louses, nearly in 


he tana ken Cann ats 


the centre of the town, which do a large business by purchasing 


and dealing inail kinds cferain. 4 Sto re Hous wharves 
ss ; 


4 at the Schuylkill canal. 5 Coal and Plaster Yards. 4 Wood 
i: Yards. The follos items, the ne not properly coming 4 
under the head of may as Well be inserted kere. 4 4 


ion alia Hina ad a ee 
- fev 2 


hae Stables. 3 Drovers. 4 Farmers. 5 Vinevards. 


Wed ts 


i here isa Green and Effect liouse, deservedly favored by the 
tr 


FO eat ne ORT 


uly delight 


htfui spot. The 


4 


" public; anda Nursery. Thislastis a 
4 e 
i air of seclusion which it possesses, coo comforts ofits shady 


walks and bowers. and its delicious 


summer resort of the citizens o iene I: ~~ Infinite 
d pri 
pe 


> 
is, for the innecent and proitable 


UE cal hah ly SY 


nr 


ercdit to its preprictors an cetora, Those who open t 


z 
the community retreats like this 
enjoyment ey leisure hour, are surcly entitled to the name of 
public benefactors. The nurscry is in the north-western part 
of the ce about one quarter of a mile from the cempact 


part of the town, 


§ MecwanicaL Trapes. 


f 14 Wool Het Manufactorics, which manufacture abows 


: 55,00 qdozen hats annually. 8 Fine Hat do., which also doa 
= My as <é tae yn 77 

large business. 3S Windsor Chair Manufacteries. 1 Comb 

and 2 iri sh, do. 1 Pi 4 to 2 tlue ao. i Diaching and 


: oe ‘ 
Dyers. 2 Blue Dyers. 4 Tanners. L White and Mezcco 


. . rt) * 4 = | ed Pont Po "7 = 
Leather Manufacturer. 3 Carriers. 4 Soddlers. 3 Turrers 
tbe fhand. Ido. by steaw. 8 Guna Simiths: 2 Leeksmiths. 
. > ~ ae) ? 
7 Tinsmen. : C a pers 7 wGakers. 25 Shocmakers. 


iat, i Wheel-VW Prigh gs, l4 


1 Coffoe-mil! Canteen. 
i Iixtensive Roepe Manufactory. 1 Razor and Scissors grinder. 
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L&C. Me Pearson, Dry Good Merchants, West Penn street, 


between 4th and 3th. 


W: ¢ 4. Hi. Raiguel, Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Dry 
Goods. East Penn street, near Sth. Sign of the Gulden Ball. 


John Green, Wholesale and Retail Grocery and Liquor 
Store. East Penn, near 6th street. 


 Tsaae M. Stelle, Ladies Shoe Manufacturer. North 5th et., 
No. 14. 


Henry Miller, Cabinet Maker. North 5th, between Penn 
and Washington streets. 


PLA. & HL. Miller, Wholesale and Retail Confectionary 
‘gtotre. West Penn, near 5th street. 


mos B. Yeager, Confectioner. Fifth, between Penn and 
Washington. 


P. J. H, Griesemer, Tailor. Fitth, between Chestnut end 
Franklin. 1 


EX, §& 3. Wanner, Fashionable Tailors, East Penn, be- 
tween Fitth and Sixth streets, North side. 


Jokn Shafer, Vailor. Fourth street, between Franklin and 
Chestnut. 


Frederick Lauer, Uxtensive Brewery. Chestnut street, ba- 
tween Second and ‘Third. 


Augar Manufacturing Establishment, just put in operation 
by Messrs. Rankin & Phillipa.—At present employs ten hands. 
The machinery is propelled by steam. Tront street, between 
Penn and Franklin. 


Weg J. H. Aetm, Dealers in Hard Ware, Tron, Steel, Rifle 
Barrels, Paints, Oils, &e. North Fifth street, opposite the 
Jail. 

J2e08 Schener, Portrait and Miniature Painter. North-west 
eoraer of Penn and Filth streets. 


John Bain, Comb Manufacturer. W. Penn, between Fourth 
and Viflth streets, South side. 


rr o of ‘ 


JitCRA$s J Oagee, Brush \lanufacturers, WW. Penn, betweea 
Third and Fourth streets, 

iM 3. «? if f nuts of Pru shes made £9 ordrr. 

George Newkirk, Tailor. VW. Pern, between Third and 
Feuth sireets. 
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“Tanufacturers. S. Fifth street. 


Penn street, between Fitth and 


Join KO Souder. corner of Puird and Penn strects. Whole- 


sale ond Retail dex in Drv Goods, Grocery, Glass and 
Queensiware. 

Join OH, Danyield, Tailor and verder of ready made Clothing. 
Ponn street, between Third and fourth. 
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\iso, a lurze asssrtinant of School Books. 
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Basti 
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12 3 diso constantly on hand. a ereat variety of Musical 
nmsiri r : ; t ner bh . 
' fo every description, such as Vislins, Flutes, 
Clay A ee ie ae © out } 

} pei ts, it 1a S31: 50 5, &c. de. alt 
Bi’ i he Stil Very ae 

tora if Se: re a 
Cb A ra ibe pase Mahlib ee GUIDO. 
. : mere ' ae ; 
second ucor trun tie corner of Penn and sixth streets 
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Kish 44. MILER: 

IFholesale and retatl Hardware Store, corner of Penn and 
Third Street, Reading. Uave constantly on hand a large and 
general assoriment of H Le Cutlery, Nails, Spikes, 
Rifle Barrels, Guns and Pistols, Carpenters’ tools, Black- 
Smiths’ ‘Pools, Castings, Hol low ‘and Cedar Ware, Lamps, 
Looking Glasses and Glass-ware cenerally ; Coach Lampa, 
Bands, handles.and ‘Trimmings of every description, Paints, 
Oil, Glass and Varnish; DveStuifs 3 all kinds of House-kKeep- 
ing articles, and Agricultural implements. With a full as- 


sortment of superior rolled Iron, from 4 to 2 inches, Rounds 
Flats and Si male ot every size. ae large assoitmentot 


Hammered Iron. all warranted good—Cast, Shear, German, 
English, and American Steels, &c. &e.—The above articles 
wiil be sold at the lowest prices, and orders from any part of 
the county promptly filled. 
THE READING GAZETTE, 

A Family Newspaper, neutral in po lites, devoted to News, 
A oriculture and General Literuture; ¢ Tontaining Domestic and 
Foreicn Intellivenee, Congressional and State Legislative 
News, faa A i. dios s, Biozrapieal, Hluinorous and eee 
neous Sketehes, Agricultural Pieees, Titnts in Rural ¢ 
mestic Fconomy, a Review of the Reading, Philadelphia aad 
other Markets; a Bank Note Lest, peetetine. the solveney of 
all our Banking Institutions, and the current value of their 
Issues, and a Counterfett Detector, aa cae atrue and explicit 
description of all Counterteits: is publixhed every Saturday 
morning on a sheet of the largest size’ at Two Dollars per 
annuin in advanee 

THE READING TRANSCRIPT, 

Any GeNeraL Apvertiser, (also a neutral paper,) will 
printed ona medium sheet, and contain matter o: interest to 
the farmer, mechanic, and busines: man. It will also con- 
tain weekly reviews of the Markets, a Bunk Note List and a 
Counterfeit Deteector.—— Terms ae si oper annuin tn advance, 


+ SS Id ve 


rézsemenfs Will be conspleuouslv inserted in the 
ne e:te and Transcript at SL: Vcr Stuare for the first three 
tiines. and 374 cents for every pikeerde insertion; they will 
be inserrelin the lazette er Transcript at the nsual rates of 


its for each sequent laser: 

: {be inade to those who advertisa 

by the year. Subseripuions and advertisements are respect- 
rully s olictted id by > 


KNABB & BOYER, 
West Market Square, opposite the Post Offiee. 
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KEIM & STICHTER. 

Hardware and Ironmengers, Oppostie the Old Court Louse, 
Reading, Pa.—Have always on hand an extensive assortment 
of Sheffield, Birmingham: and American goods, which they can 
sell to dealers as low as they can be purchased in the cities, 
yiz. 

Butlding Materials, viz :—Locks—till, cupboard, and draw- 
er. Large brass knobs and American door bolts; round and 
shutter; Butts and screws; Hinges of all sorts; Glass— 
Boston, Crown, Baltimore and other approved make; Ou, 
white Lead and Paints, cast and wrought Nails, and ail other 
articles necessary for buildings. 

Farnish,—Copal, Black and Japan, and Turpentine. 

Tar, Qakum, Pitch. 

Wagon-boxes, English and American. 

Steelz.—Cast, Shear, German, Enclish and American blis- 

S 
ter and crowly ies square, octagon, round and flax. 
Tron.—-Bar are, round, Plough, Horse-shoe, Wazon-tree, 
win-lron, and other kinds of Iron, embracing Russian and 
ican se ate s, Sheet iron. 


have made arrangements by which they can furnish 
all ade, of iron as low as is ean be procured at Forges or 
Rollrng-mills. 

Ninit Tools.—viz: Bellows, Anvils, Vices, and Screw- 
plates of the most approved make. 

Castings. —viz: Mould-boards, Mill-cudgeons, Porge-ham- 
mers and Anvils, Celler-crates, Windmill-wheels, Hollow- 
ware, Cider-mills, &. &e. 


Dye Ste uffs.—viz: Bengal and Spanish Indigo, Log and Red 
Woad, Fustie, Nicaragua and Camwood; Turmiric, Gil and 
Blue Vitriol Crede, Pot-ash 1, Pearl-ash and Saleratus, Allum. 
Arnotto, &c. &e, 


RAP 


tlery.—viz: Saddlo-trees, Stirrups, Bridle-bits, all sorts 
ef Buckles, Moun stings, Hames, &c. &c. 


War 


ae 4 Trinvmings.—Viz: pat. Axtes, p 
md Bringe, Coach-Lamps, Coach Steps ; 


4 + = a P 1a, 3 <5 j 
sans, cr oncare ani pi line—-Drass and 


Pianes.—Jointer, Fore, Jack. Smoothing, and 


Midge Tools, of every description and of the most approved 
soahas, 


Gans and Piato4—K. & S. have an extensive Rifle and | 


Wen manalactocy, and can furnish these articles at the laweat 
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country, wita Telerences, anc tres ) 
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ig ne Glasses —viz: Pine, Flutes. Sconce rrame,s 


L 
hogany 


Tigolet 


. Wire. 4 


Also—Plaster of Paris, Nova Seotia 
Lead, Block tin, Lead pipe, and a large assortment ct 


artieles. 
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Pamphieds, Labels, 
Piauks. HateTips. 


Circulars, Court Briefs, 


Mand-hills, siils of Lading, 
Mlowebiils, ¥Wayebills, 
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George Gelz, Bookseller and Stationer. Cornez of Penn and 
Fourth streets. 

Wenry Frey, Wholesale and Retail Boot and Shoe Manu- 
lacturer. Titth, between Penn and Washington, opposite the 
State House. 

John S. Olrver, Clock and Watehmaker. Fifth, between 
®enn and Franklin. 

George If-iler, Jeweilcr and Silversmith. Penn, between 
Fifth and Sixth. 

Joseph Klopp, Coach Manufacturer. West Penn street, op- 


posite the Plough and Harrow Tavern. Keep 


son hand and 
has constantly for sale, a number of Coaches, Gigs, Buggies, 
&c., which he will dispose of on the lowest terins. 

Frederick For; Chair Manufacturer. Penn, between Sixth 
and Seventh. Keeps on hand a large assortment of Chairs, 
which he will dispose of on the most reasonable terms. 

Gotihteh Ch. Nemert, Clock and Watchmaker, Jeweller and 
Silver-smith, and Fuire-gilder. Fifth, between Penn and 
Washington, . 


CHAPTER: Vi. 


List or Pesntic Hotes anp Inns, Streets, Dxiwers ann 

A aRrKetTs. 

The number of Hotels and Taverns is thirty-two. The fol- 
Jowing are north of Penn street: 

Daniel Herr's Yotel and Stage Oflice. Penn, between 
Fourth and Fifth streets. 

Jacoh Donnahaur. Pennsylvania Farmer. Penn, between 
Fourth and Fifth. 

Peter Shenfelder. Borough Hotel. Penn, near Fifth. 


Denics Fv / 


hitorn. Signoftthe Baid Eagle. Penn, between 


Firth and Sixth. 
Fics S. Ebling. Sica of Gen, Washington. Penn, near 


Sixth, 
cu 
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John Mellon. Green Tree Tavern, N. West corner of Peur 
ané Sixth. ‘Shis is the oldest tavern standing in the borough. 

Jonathan Greth. White Horse. N. West cerner of Penn 
and Seventh. 

John Miller. Rail Road Hotel. N. East corner of Pern 
and Seventh. 

Ags. Bettinwer. Willian Tell Inn. (After the first of April 
next the sign will be the Buil’s Head, kept by David D. Wei- 
ser.) Penn, between Seventh and Bioith. 

Philip Orik. Cross Weys. Penn, between Eighth and 
Ninth. 

George B. Sterling. Mechanics’ Hotel. N. East corner of 
Washington and Eizhth. 

Jaroh D. Barnet. Kaole Hotel. S&S. East corner of Fifth and 
Washington. ‘This is one of the most ancient taverns. 

John Reifsnyder. Bald Eagle. Tifth, between Wo ishington 


2rns 


and Walnut. 
Namucel Beard. Farmers” Tote}. N. West corner of } 


—s 
e 


iith 
and Washington. * 
Airs. Levan. White Horse. Fifth, between Washington 
and Walnut. 

John Kerlin. White Swan. Corner of Penn and Water 
gireets. 

South of Penn strect are the following: 
Henry RBhetnkart. Washington Hotel. Corner of Penn 


end Water. 

Michael H. Nunnemacher. Plough and Iflarrow. Penny 
near Third. 

Georre Gernant. Golden Swan. S. West corner of Pena 


; 
aud Fourth, 
J 


Daniel Finney. Mansion House. S. East corner of Penn 


and Firth. 
2brabam Behm, Capt. Lawrence. Cornce of Pean end 


Sixth. 
‘Wham Rapp. Butchers’ lua. S, Mast comet ot Penn 
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. 
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: : . xeon ee 
abeakham Roland. Drovers’ Inn. Penn, between Eighth 


oeast reyzh 
@2u zNatlia. 


Joka I Negle. Mowat Airy Hotel. 
Join S, Kerper. Unfantry. Franklin, between Seventh and 


Fiehth.—lery ancien. 


tidy. Fagle Motel and Stage Omiee. Fifth, be- 


td tf. oO 


j Reet 
Llenr: } 


taycen Penn and Franklin. 
Bald Eacte. Corner of Fifth and Franklin. 
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rdece Dasis. Washington House. Seventh, opposite 


Le Sen. Harrison. Fifth. between Pean and 


Franklin. 
Daniel Aechn. Napoleon Bonaparte. Corner of Seventh 


and Spruce. 


vies’ and Boatmens’® Hotel. Long 


sna 1676573 


ay ered ron | ; 
SREETS AND ALLEYS. 


John Frill, Uerse aud Boat. Corner of Third sad 81nza- 


Mhe streets, with the exception ol Wiuterstrest, are perleclly 
Straight, and cross cach oler at rightangles. “Pacs¢e running 
Se 


os £ , : ; 
Syorth and South, are—U Uier otree’, (followline the bask of tue 


viver, ud extending through the Borouvhj)—s) a: s'reef——(tne 


tirst of those followin a straight course)—Szcund sireet, Third, 
fvurth, and so up to Ziwelfth, near the toot of Penn's Mount 
i about one mile trom the river. 
Viose running Hast and West, becinning ¢ nthe North, are 
i? ee By mn . Bis Aint: te BP Ne Pra lin, Chest i tt. NUMER, 


! riy and 1 through t 
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Bosh t esd Ah VS Mand Street, al i 
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Keim & Sticliter’s Store, 2003 trom thence ta Sixth street, 160; 
and from thence to the foot of Penn’s Mount, 89 feet in width. 
a orth and South Fifth street is SO feet wide. All 


the other 
ets are 60 feet, 


a Streets are regularly preaet and covered with whi 
intermixed with a small 
depth of abous 


te sravel, 
| portion of potters’ or fire clay, to the 
eighteen inches. his gravel soon beeomes 
compacted and ccmented firmly together, and forms a ere 
smooth, hard and durable road, superior to any paved or ma- 
eadamized street. 

From the eastem boundary of Readi ing, toits western on the 
Schuylkill, there is a fall of more than one hun idred fect; and 
the streets run: ning north and soutn, also have a considerable 
fall. ‘Ihe water thcreture runs olf treely, and the streets are 
easily kept dry and clean. The pavements in Reading are 
very broad and handseme, being from 13 to 2? fect in dtl 
and those in the princi; pal streets, are generally wel! made and 
kept in good order. 

Bripces. 

The Reading and Harrisburg Bridge, crosses the river 
Schuylkill at the foot of Penn street. It has three arches, each 
200 teet span—whole leneth, 600 feet. It was buils in 1S1G, 
‘The strenath of this bride is sutficie ntly proved by its having 
Stood firm through three freshets, each of which swept away 
great numbers of its eotemporurics, 

The Reading and Lancaster Bridge, at the foo. of Binguman 
street, is coraposed of two areles., and is $52 feet long. Ie 
was builtin 1831, In January toss.a portion of it wasswept 
off hy the freshet. and rebuilt in the summer fy lowing. 

: MARKETS. 

The market houses stand in the middle of Market Square 

of the town. 


hema obieets at 


but are notvery hiehly ornamental to that part 


p >and ruinous condition may m 
Their mouldy and ruinous ¢ May 


a - fhe os =f butdv ‘itizens in 
interest lo perse is Of u seinesile term, bul C1 cons 


veneral, I believe, they are reyarded rather a3 nuisances. 
general, elie : 
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and from the first ed ot t October to the jirst day of April, until 
nine o’elock. The stalls of the East Market Louse are rented 


by the Cierk of ae market. to butchers, and the avails paid 
over to the Treasw rer-of the boreugh. 

Th: kof the Market exercises a general super sion ovet 
the ae revulating the weights and measures, and taking 
cognizance of olfences evainst the rules and regulations in re- 
ward to them. It is also made his duty to adjust according to 

Borough ftandard, the weights and measures to be uscd by 


the storekcepers, victuallers. and all other dealers within the 


borough cf Reading, and to siamp the same with the iet- 

The West Market House is cecupied by farmers for the sale 
of their own produce iree of vent, but t under the regulation and 
supervision of the Clerk of ‘Ma et, who, by a special or. 
dinance abe Borough, is eee to keep a sharp sie on all 
bans of * purporting to be a pound weight, Which shail be 
ihe a for oe in the ate or elsewhere in the sadetest 
Reading. If found “too light, (in weight, not color.) they 
-d.—An ordinance which shall reach 


are declared to be fort 
the peceadiilos of the millc sellers, 1s yet a desideratum. The 
suniectis full of difficulty ; still it is recommended to the consi- 
deration of the Town Council. Some kind of chemical appara- 


But bam wandering. The west or vegetabie 


ths perkaps 


market, is cousianily attended by a coe wumber of persons, 

agate and female, some of whom come a distance of ten or 

twelya miles, bringing a plentiful supply of ali kinds of 

osuntry produce. = 
‘Up in the morning early 17" 


the sone of the blithe country women to thes sicepy CLHLASRS 


ef Readine. as they make their midnight entry into town, weil 
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prepared and eager for the strife of tra 
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CHAPTER Vij 


Post Orrice—ArnivaL AND Departure of THE Mars, Cars, 
anp Straces—Painting Orrices—Banks—Pcisiic Buits 
DINGS. 


Tur Post Office was established at Reading in 1793, and 
Gotleib Yungmann was appointed as the firstPost Master.— 
Previons to this time, letters were conveyed fiom Reading to 
Philade!phia and other important places, by private individuals 

upon their own account. 

In 1789, a two horse eoach was started by Mr. Martin Waus- 
man, to run weckly for the conveyance of passengers and let- 
ters between Reading and Philadeiphia. It made its passage 
through in two days. Fare $2. etter carriage—3d. In 
1790, the establishinent was transterred to Alexander Eisenbcis. 
Wr. Eisenbeis sold out in 1791, to William Coleman, who, 

oon after, started a coach also to Harrisourg, which performed 
is trips in the same time, and at the same rates of fare and 
postage as that to Philadelphia. 

At the close of the year 1300, the mail was carried trom here 
to Sunbury once a week, on horse-back ;—to Lancaster. and 
Easton, once a week, ina private two horse carriagea—But it is 
time to speak of the present. 

The Post Ciice is keptin W. Penn St, near 4th.—Post Afa3- 
ter, Samuen Rirrer. 

Maris,—-Philadelphra and Easton Mail, arrives daily by 16 
o'clock A. M., and deparis atl. P. M. 

Harrisburg and Western Mail, arrives daily by 12. A. M., 
end departs at 11. A. M. (or sooner, if tie Phila, Mai ives.} 

Pottsvillz, Northumberland, &c. Maul, arrives daily by 134 
P. M., departs at 10. A. M. 

Easion Mail, arrives every Tues 


day, by 5. P. M., and departs every 

Friday, at 6. A. M. 

Lancaster Mail, arrives every Tues me 7 
nd 


lay, W mre and 


Monday, Wednesday, aad 


hurs day, mnd Satur- 
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Pine Grove Mail, arrives every Monday and Thursday, by 8 
P. M., and departs every Sunday and Wednesday at 7. A. M. 

The above mails are conveyed by Stage. ‘The following, by 
Horse. 

Boyerstown, &c. Mail, arrives every Thursday by 13. M: 
and departs every Wednesday, at 5. A. M. 

Sumnytown Mail, arrives every Thursday by 5. P. M., de- 
parts every een at 6. A. M. 

Blue Bali Mail, arrives every Wednesday by 3. P. M., de- 
parts every Wednesday at 10. A. M. 

Phoenirville via Morgantown, &c., arrives overy Tuesday by 
6. P. M., departs overy Monday at 5. A. M. 

Do. via Brower’s, arrives every Saturday by 6. P. M.—de- 
parts every Friday at 8, A. M. 

(Baumstown and Douwglassvilie are daily, same as Philadel- 
phia Mail.) 

The Philadclphia Cars, by the present arrangement, leave 
Sara every day at 14 P. M., and arrive from Phils. about 

SAeal: 
3esides the mail, there are two daily Stages to Pottsville, 

which leave Reading on the arrival of the cars, and arrive at 


An opposition line of Stages to Harrisburg has been recent- 
ly started. Stage departs daily on the arrival of the cara, and 
atrives from Harrisburg at 12. ™. 

PrinTinG OFFices. 

The first Newspaper published in Reading, called the Mese 
Paypartheyische Zetlune (Ne utral Tinies) was issued Lebruar 

i } 


isth, 1759, by Messrs. Johnston, Barton and Yungmann, 
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There are now seven weekly papers printed in the Borough, 
which, with their respective publishers are-as follows, 

Jonn S. Richards, Berks and Schuylkill Journal, Office W> 
Penn St. between 4th and oth, North side.—This is the oldest 


English newspaper printed in the Borsuch. The first number 
appeared June i7th, 1816, and it has beea published unremit- 


teuly from that date, 
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Knebb and Boyer, Reading Gazette, Office West Penn St. 
between ith and Sth, South side. 

Samuel Myers, Democratic Press, North 6th St. cpposste 
the new Court House. 

. Wilson Albright, Jetlerson Democrat, West Penn, gear 
Cifth street. 

The following are published in German. 
Ritter and Kessler, Reading Adter, West Penn, near 4th &t. 
The Acler was firat issued by Jacob Snyder & Co., the 17th 
fanuary, 1737. 

A. Puwelle, Liberale Beobachter, South 6th, near Penn &t. 
Hy Berka, > 


“Williain Schoener Nog. Ait ka, North Sth, neer Penn St 


Banks. 
The Office Zof Discount and Deposit, was established ie 
Reading, in 18G8.—The Barking louse of this institution is 


gituaied in West Penn, near oth st. 


The-Varmer’s Bank of Reading, was incorporated in 114. 


weir Barkine House is situatcd in West Penn, near Sth st., 


— 


directly opposite the » of Discount and Deposit. 
‘The Berke County Bank, was incorporated in 1s3d.—Thoir 
Lin East Penn, near Sth ss. 
Pusric Buipixes. 
Tho Market Houses, which, of all the pudidic bucilings, have 


be roost indismutable title to that name, have been alrerdy noti- 
tho most ii + 


Vigw, whicn I i net ngeved o© t Hurough trcla 
east uth Penn street, from the it of Penna’s 
3] 1; and trom its northern to its southern 
er Callowhill or bitth street.—It is probable 
thine a i 
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the approaching snmmer, or as soon as the new Court-House is 
completed.”—The new Court-house has been completed fora 
considerable time, but this “unsightly edifice’ is still remain- 
ing. [he Commissioners seem to have forgoiten it. 


The Jac! was erected in 1770. It is a large two story stone 


a 


building, and is very conspicuously situated at the corner of 


Fitth and Washington streets. It has a most uncouth appear- 
ance, and is a scrious injury to the neighborhood in which it 
stands. Itis hoped that a new Jail may be shortly erected in 
some retired situation in the vicinity of the new Court-house, 
and North Fifth street cleared of this grievous nuisance. 

The Public Offices, or State-iouse, as it is generally called, 
was erected in 1793. Itis a plain brick building, two stories 
high, and 100 feet front by 29 Yeet deep, situated at the corner 
of Penn and Fifth streets. The first story is divided Into four 
rooins, and was until recently, occupied by the County Offices. 
They ae been lately removed however to the new Court 
House, and the rooms are now rented as private ofhces. Tha 
second story is divide! into two rooms, one ot which ts rent- 
ed to the Freemasons, and the other kept for public use. 

Tne Public Baillings of Reading had beea ror many years, 
sarance. Wholly unworthy the size and 
ew Court-house shows 


both in number and epy 
cencral beauty of the town. But the 
that the people of Berks County, if slow to undertake the work 
of improvement, are thorough in its execution. 

This building wos founded in 1838, and completed in Decem- 
ber, IN {03 though the interior was suflicte ntly finished for the 
ANucust Term preceeding. Itstands 
iad ple in North Sixth street between Penn 


esniaining 120 feet front by 250 feet deep, 


reception of the Courtat cue 


iclosed with a beautiful iron rating. 
The following :! ene of this spiendid work of art, Is 
taken trom the Democratic Press of July 14, 18{0. Itis ak 
most too long to transeribe; but the great interest ofthe subject. 


and the elec 


mance and artist-like style of the description itself, 
are sufficient guaranty of lis acecptableness to the reader—and 


render it a grateful office thus to redeem it from oblivion, 
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ry 


“This beautiful structure was desioned by b. U. Walter, 


Architect of Philadelphia, and erected according to his direc- 
tions. t is compesed In the Tonic order of Grecian Architee- 
ture, ; end iis dimersions are sixty two teet front. one hundred 


and ¢ ah teen feet deep, @nu one hundred and furty Six feet to the 
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ts-of a rusticated ba 


ed by an entablaturc and pedis ich is con, 


structed of chissel-dressed in avery 


superior manner. ‘the bascs of lumns, the capitals, and 
the cornice are particularly worthy of notice as be aati speci- 
mens of workmanship j—the graceful and glowing lines of the 


nd so much of the charm of 


bocn most perfectly developed ; 
xorTr ' mi t ‘ i } bite, ty ill 
5. COTTECINCSS VLU SPIIlCd dus: CNUISITEd Ina 


very other prominent feature of 


; ] a5 
strueture an object well calculated to 


awaken aorcea 


‘Phe bulldiag ts surmounted by a cunolaof twenty-four feet 


forms a sortor 


-uetire, and eon- 


fuet two inches in diamncter. and erhteen 
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in design, exhibiting adegree of taste and shill in the artist 


ef the higt 


5 tes 


* The interior ef the building embraces a bagement story of 


eleven feet in ae a principal story of cighteen feet, and an 


attic of thirteen feet six Inches. 


Theba > yt eoy im 3} I; “re roo >r2 red qe Ri ide 
ine bGbascment contains six larverooms ranzed on each sice 


of a spactous hall running through the building, all of which 


have fire-proofs attached to thein, constructed with a solidity 
and strenuth which insures our publie rceords aioe thie pos- 
sibility of destruction or dopraation Sigs iesc TOGMS are ap 
priated to ihe use of the Recorder of Deeds, the Baan Com- 
missioners, the Prothonotary, the Clerk of + Orphan’s Court, 
Clerk of Quarter Sessions, the Register of Wiils and the Coun- 
ty Treasurer, There are also two large vaults under the portice. 

‘The principal story is seni ppropriated to the Court 
room, the dimensions of which are fitiy-six fect by seventy-five 
m the clear.—An aleove or recess 18 eee opposite to the door 
of entrance, of twenty-six feet in width by twelve feet indepth, 
which 1s occupied by the Judge's bench, the whole arrange- 
tnent of which presents a model of beauty and boldness in 
Arehitecture which etves character and dignity to the room.— 
An Arehitrayve extends acress the reeess, resting atthe ends on 
Greek ante, and supperted intermediately by four eae ee 


of the inmost vraceful proportions. —The benchris placed in front 


of the columns. and affords a pleasing combination of lines and 
forms enriched with sculptural mouldings and choragie wreaths; 
if measures fourteen fees three inches in length. and the plat 
form cu Whieh it stands is elevated three feet six Inches above 
the floor of the roorn. 

“The south side of the aleove opens into a retiring raom ef 
nine by fifteen feet, and the north into a rsom containing a prt- 
vate staircase, leading into the basement, 

“The portion ef the court reom appropriated to the speeta, 
tors is constructed with an inclination so as to afford a yood 
view from the remotest seata, and the arrangementof the whele 


wom ia ample and complete, not only for the conremence and 
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comfort of the Judges, the Lawyers, and the Jurors, but also 
for a larve audience; while. at the same time, its architectural 
character and magnitude, render it a most agreeable object of 
taste. 

‘*The attic story is divided into ae rooms, varying in size, 
from sixteen by twenty-three, to twenty-three by twenty-three 
feet, one of which is appropriated to ate Grand Jury, threa 
Comimou or ‘Traverse Jury rooms, two Arbitration rvoms, one 
Witness room adjoining that of the Grand Jury, and one room 
fo. the Town Council. 

“The highest meed of praise is cert .inly due to the eommis- 
sioners,* tor the good taste they have evineed in providing sa 
beautifuland convenienta strueture to clileltish our county, ren- 
der our records secure, and accommodate our courts, as Well a3 
for their firmness and fearlessness in enccuntering the difficul- 

ics and vexations which naturally attend the accomplishment 
of such an undertaking. 


**To the superintendents, and master carpenters, Messrs. 
Joseph and William Hlenry, belongs also the most unqualified 
eommendation for the masterly rnanner in which they have con- 
ducted the execution of the whole work; as the plans of an 
Architect were probably never carried out with greater skill and 
eorrectness tan were these of Mr. Watter by these young na- 
tives of our own county. 

«Great praise is aiso due to Messrs. John and George Mala- 
berger, the master Bricklayers; to Mr. Christian Greiner, whe 
furnished the sand stone for the front, and to Mr. F. H. Wit- 
man, for the beautiful and permanent manner in which he exe- 
euted the painting of the building. 

The whole cost of the Court-house was $53,346 42. This 
94rd Was applied and expended during the progress of its ¢ 
Struedon, as follows—- 
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Jobn Seyfert, David Katz, Michael Revenyder. 
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Phe foregoing account includes the expenses of the Cour 


{*rier? s ff yy isc, ‘he ‘ Forni ture ¢ 7 é 
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Pac, and Arbitration and Council Rooma. 


e OMees, Jury Rooms, fate 
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Rlancuracteres AND Puntic Improvements. Troy SVorxs— 


Canars ane Rar Roaps—Watsere Company—My INERAL 


SPRING. 


Some idea of the ordinary business of Readine. may bg 


gathered from the account of trades and pursuits, given ina 


this Borough is of late assursineg an 


preecding chapter. But 


Se ae Se en. nd Pe Atiiene ay a 
importance irom 15 Manulactures and public 


ayinich demands for thesc asenerate notice. 


No manufacturing was done in Reading eae to the year 


- 


a ee af eam rey 
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ere cee eee pee 
except mn the arccieS OF oooOts and GES. 


1836. 

ware. Since that period the Tron and Nail Works of Messrs. 

Keim, Whitaker & Co., the Iron & Brass l’oundry of Measzs. 

Darling. Tayler & Co., the Locomotive Engine Manufactory 

:d Machine shop of D, H. Dotterer & Co., the Stationary 

Steam Engine and Rifle Barrel Manuiactory of William G. 
i 


> Poundry of Adam Johnston, the Auver Manufacto- 


d Pr wend three shops for man- 


tankin & Phiips, the ascii Mill and Chop- 


ping Mull or S iste Ferry an 
ag hate hines, Corn Shellers, 


iis y Rakes, Cultivators. &e., have 
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The “Reading Natl and [ron Works.” owned by Messr 


Keim, Whitaker & (Co., are situated in the southern part c 


ay 


the borough, near the base of the Neversink Mountain, and be-- 
tween the river Schuylkill and the Philadelphia and Roading 
Rail Road. 


“The Rolling Muil is a heavy frame building, 130 by 165 
feet, having seven eine ee furnaces; four of which are 
for puddiing, and t for heating iron. It is divided into 
three aivisions or 2 iz: One for relling large bar iron, 


\ 
a <a Be } 


round, square and flat, and also nail vlatea and hand iron. Cne 


for puddled tron, whichis also iitted for sheet and be iron, 


and one for sinal! round, square, and scroll iron. 

“The Puddlo Mill also has a squcezer attached, for formine 
the balls or loops coming from the fumave. into a convenient 
ah, 


tape for enierine the large rolls. “There are also five pair of 
¥ = 


anears for different purpeses, so:ne of which are culaeiaitly 

girong to cut billets uf iron of two inches square with ease. 
“Tnmediate ly adjoining and connected 

therewith, is the null factury—a substantial and nicssive brick 


puilding, 75 by 59 tect, 2 storics high, having on its principai 


floor thirty machines fur entting nails: say from 2d up to seven 


} 
1 oe viens a 


DUsemne 


mich spikes. ‘Tne it story contains the drums and belte 


tnat drive the machinery above, and also the grind-stone, and 
ig used asa store-house for nails, of which it is capable of 
storing several thousand kegs. 


“The whole of the aachinery is driven bv a steam engi 
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sonceri—viz, a blacksmith shop with two fires; 2 eooper shop, 


where from 8 to 10 coopers are constantly employed in making 


nail-kegs—also a counting-house, store-houses for iron, tool- 
Houses, &c. &e. 
‘ The Steam Fingine Manufaete ry or D. i. 


Datterer & Co., is sitnated 1 


above the Lan: 


’ 
oni 


2POT yehiing ine mac hpnery 


ai re-built 3. ay the same time thes 


ingines, besides Seay) the work of a general machine shop. 


and machine ry are sufficient to turn out 12 first 


voor. along with the other work, Thiz 


nt f: 
t 


tishment has been in successful operation about three 


years; and the average number of hands employed is 30 jeur- 
neymen and 16 apprentices. 


’ . 


sining the abeve establishment is the roaand Brass 


> 


Foundry of Darling, Taylor & Co. The Tron Foundry ig a 
brick building, 90 by 45 feet, and one story his 
Hl.) Bellows and Cunela House, 76 by 30 feet, part 


Connected with the Foundry is 


fay 
e ate 


lass; building 


the air for which is supplied 
inders, constructed upon the 
ealeulated 
Hammers, 

us s eiiplo ed is 16. The 
is 100 hy 235 icct. one and a 
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part of the building is oceupied by two forge fires fer the use 


1 
of Foundry and Thrashing Machine shop, 50 by 30 fect, and 


Suheee as Pe eer at Fe ; le 
2 sisries Aiehs in which ave built [lorse Power and Thrash- 
sng ssachines of the most improved construction, and ail 


yriculturel mipleubate2t umber of hands emplo. 


reyviuen; and have maunuiaetured for sale from 75 t 1 
100 Machines the past season. 
Phe above Ioundry has beei:in operation ahout ve years.’” 


rey T 


hae iteading Stationary Steam Engine Manufactory of W. 


Var 


vlor, is situated on Water. near Pern streat, 
ah ' 


Vhese works employ a large number of hands, erddo a} 


ana eéatensive busine 


They have constructed a 
number of Engines cf various power, which have unie 
tilly Aes ot execilent quality. Boilers for locome- 
tive and other envines are made here; and also Mill Gea Ing, 
Lathes ae and a variety of cilermachinery. Conneeted 


Y 
‘ 


with this establishmentis a ite Carrel Manufaetory, whieh 


ieee ate r 3 Sia teed har 
turas out over 100 be Fae 


The New Foun ee of Mr, Adar Jehnston, was put in opera- 


I 
tion during the last year, and ts situated at the coRerOy Chest- 
mut and Fighth streets. Uhe building is of brick, 23 by 59 
feet, amd at present mploys eivht hands. The Maehine Shop 


is 26 by 36 feet. From the experieneeof Mr. Johnston, in the 
business, and his well known skill asa preetical mouider, 
there is little doubt that this new establishmeut will thrive and 
prosper in business, and prove 2 valuable acquisition. to the 
borouch. 


et 


ihe extent to which manufactures have ¢ 


rown up in Read. 


ing within the lest four er five vearty, and their suecess thus 


ar, add canfdence to the opimion, now pretty 


e vile tar 
MOTAnY enler- 


tained, that this town possesses no ordinary advantages for 


may nat iw iuring operations. 


oe to some branch of th 
i 

' ; i} hahiv 
other factories Wil probauly 


{ this new interest, in the in- 
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erease of population and business which it has brought to the 
place; and itis pretty certain, that if Reading 1s destined to 
increase greatly in size or =. ortance, it must be by the im- 
provement of its natural advantages, and becoming an exter 
Sivo manufacturing town. 

Pusric Improvements. 

The Schuyliill Canal commences at Port Carbon, in the 

cal region—passes tarough Reading, and terminates in Phila- 
delphia. Jt is 103 miles long, with 117 lift locks, overcoming 
atall of 6 

The Maion Cune! commences at Middictowa, on the Sus. 
quehanna—entere the Schuylkill at Reading, near the foot of 
Penn street, and continues in ie enna the river tor about twe 
miles below Reading, where it forins a junction with the 
Schuylkill Canal. 

These canals are of the hichest importance to Reading—the 
me affording a cheap and safe naode of transportation to Phila- 
d¢elphia and Pottsville. and the other connecting with the Penn- 
sy!vania Canal, at Middletown, opens a direct line of trame 
portation to Pittsburg, and the far West.—The business fur- 
nished by them gives employment to a large number of our ci- 


tizens; and the various limprovements of bridges and buildings 


etaated along and &pon them, adds inuch to the appearance of 


that partorthe borough through whieh they pass. The biuld- 


inz3 belonging to the Schuylkill Canal Co 


5 apa Bye OeCupied by 
he 


geand beans 
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uiful wardens attached to them, are probably unequalled by any 
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Mr. Samuol Griscom, are very clegant, and the lar 
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hia there will be ne ascending grade, buta 
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grant ae) tiserected at Romding. A fino specimen of art 15 ex- 
bib biied x vacut, twenty-two and a half feet deep, for the paa- 
#age of tho Ratl-road through the town, with five substantial 
ee yssing the same. This ent was worked through in 
1889, by Me sats. Graul and Henry, by whom also tho Depot 
Was erecied in 1836. 
Abstract of the business done on the above Rail Road, dur- 
ing the year endi nx Deceraber 31, 1810. 
Whole number of passengers transported on the 
Road, 60,516 
Fgual to 33,225 over the whole length of the road. 
Whole amount of freight, ine luding 38,385 
bbls. flour, 16,850 tons. 
Total reccipts for freight and passengers, $100,764 62 
The Leading f¥aler Company, first bronght water into the 
borough, in 1822. Since that time, their works have beer 
greatly improved andeulareed. The townis supplied withan 


excellent spring of water, led into a reservoir near the head 


ot Penn street, from whence it Is carried through the various 


streets, by means of iron pipe, an aggreate distance of be- 
tween two or three miles, furthe se veral sections of the tnhapbi- 
tants. “This water is furnished to upwards of five hundred 
families: There are ezghleen fire plugs, located at the most 
convenient poluts; and a jarge reservior has been lately made, 


5 


id keptecustantry filied, a3 a Tesource in case of fire Cy Z% he 
an Is 
t- 


expenses of the Wacer Company, from the commcacement of 


werks up to April 1810, were $25,000; and the average nett 


oC 
i] 
income from the water rents amounts to SI GOD per annuim, 
Lhe reccder—if he has diligently read all that goes before—— 
ig no doubt satisied that Reading possesses great advantages 


1 2 


by a business point of view, and is, in verity, a thrifty, busi- 


ness-doing town. hi ut have youno provision for pleasant 


methinks 


relaxation forthose whom business has made weary 


Y hear him agsk,—perhaps growlag a litde weary himself:—na 
iavitine retreat jur health and spirit restoring recreation and 


etauagment? We have—a variety of such;—places adapted ta 
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the case not only of persons who are weary with much busi- 
ness, bat of such also as are weary with none. 

The Nursery, which has been noticed in another place, 18 
one of the most eharming resorts that taste and ingenuity could 
devise. for the comfort of those oppressed with the toil and heat 
of the Town. Here is realised all that the imagination is ae- 
ctstomed to iatars as 5d iightful in rural scenery 

Those who take delight in clambcring over hills, a nd breath- 
ing the fresh mountain air, have the Neversink a nd Penn's 
Mount, with their winding and shady paths sede be with 
flowers, inviting thera to this invigorating and wholesome en- 
joyment, and opening to their view a variety of scencry, rarely 
equailed in richness or beauty. 

But the most common resort of our citizens for recreation 
and amusement. is tho Jineral Spring. The water of the 
fountain which has ai ven its name to the place, is not the prin- 
cips! object of attraction, nor is it made much account of at 
uatities, and 


present, though said to possess excellent miners 
may, it is not unlikely, bofore many years, take its rank among 
the fashionable watering places of the country.—This romantic 
spot is situated about two miles to the east of the town. Tries 
a narrow valley cr ravine between high and stcep hills, through 
which runs a fine stream of water. It isso ce cies y hedyed 
about with mountains.and wel! shaded with original foresttrees, 


as to be almost entirely sereened from the influcnce of the sun, 
and is ten or fifteen degrees cooler in summer than the open 
country around, The Ifotel, and various werks designed for 
the comfort and entertainment of visitors, are kept in excellent 


iepaty; and under the supervision of the present proprietor, 


dr. John Coleman, present no ordinary attractiona, 


CUAPTER IX. 


Eovcarioy. Reapixc Acapemy—Feuaca Sewinany—Pri- 
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Tue people of Reading are doing muca more for the eduoa- 
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tion of youth at the present than any former period. There 
secms to he a determination to place the all-important cause of 
ciucation en a focting worthy of the wealth and size of the 
town, The direction of the various institutions of learning 
has becn entrusted in edicient and faithful hands, whose efforts 
have met with such success, that the necessity which many of 


out eltizens have heietofore felt of sending their childrenaway 
trom home to school, will, it is believed, no longer urge to that 


Reading Jeadenry.—This institution received its charter frora 


the Legisiature in i778. In 1836, ewing to bad management 


=) 
"4 
ae 


vant of patrona ime, it had beesme he heer involved in 


alk 
c 
e 

. 

6 
(=) 
fu 
a“ 


yas sufered to ceave operation. It was revived in 
the spring of 1810, and lias since sustained a deservedly hign 


eharacter. "Lhe course of Pea i5 a3 


ensive, embracing 
the ancient and modern Languages, Mathematics, and all the 


nglish branches usually taught in Acadcmies and Hi 


Schools. This institution is under tha charge of the E 


: ba | + b4 bs - “we in - fF 

The Academy butiding is a two story brick edifice, 50 by 60 

Teet square. On the first-floor are two schoe rooms, 23 by 33 
ee ae Ee a 

foot cach, and two recittiion rooms, 16 by 19ieet. Thesceend 


floor contains a dail 17 rs) 35 fect—16 feethi hz and two rooms 
" 


r i3 in imitation 
upporting an entaola- 


sameorder. It was 


ser and Sehreyden; and issi- 


-a3 incorporated in the 
son atier, By the 


$, a suluble pecuniary 


iF worry rtha ear. 
, Lor prosuring tne ser 
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vices of the best ofinstructors; andaceerdingly the institntion is 
In & Very prosperous and flourishing condition, and has aequir- 


ed a credit wldch is bringieg to it many pupils from abroad. 
he cela is under the charge of Mr. A. W. Middletniss, 


lemiss. Tie branches taughtvare 


sand Literature. Botany, Chem- 


¢ mn. Se Hey Lg RC |e 
ac. The number ol pupiss is 


tin one of the rooms of the Aca- 

32 can be erected. 

The Female Seminary, and the Academy, receive each an 

appropriation of 500 from the State, on condition of their hav- 

tng a certain ntuender of scholars, which both of them overrun. 
Private Setsols.—There are nine different private or selec 

schools in the borough, at which a large number ef youth are 


ener 4 . + 
lnstructec 


» Several ee these are in thecharce of teachers who 


e+ 
>) 
- 
=} 
i) 
= 
= 


have long eecupic ‘present Situations, and sust: 


reputation in their pretession. 


; > are 45 cs pees Foe cal ~ thiah ara ale lente 7 
Where ate threo @nfzad schoels, which are aiso private—per- 
haps of course. 

Public Schoag!s.—The number of publie er free schools at pre- 
Sent in operation is thirieen; five of which, that is, three for 


males and two for females, are in the north district. or ward. as 


fin the south district or war. 


it is usually termed; and eve 


ot which four are for males, and four for females.—The num- 


ber of scholars entitled to the privilege of the free schools is 
about 2.060, considerably more than half of whom beleng to 


the south ward. The nymber eat ser eEree instruetion in them 
she last yoar was 913. The number of scholars receiving in- 


ons of learning in Read- 


streetion inall the sehoo's ant 


ry 


a -79 


ing, during the last year, was 2.532. “The School 
} 


ax raised 
in the north ward was $2,800; in the south ward. 82,600.— 
The Scheal Directors are—for the Nerth Ward, Samuel Mvers, 
Williain Schoener, Ue niamin Davis. John Roland, Geo. Graul, 
Jacob Fricker;—for the ‘South Ward_—Daniel Hain, Vm. Dar- 


ling, Jonathan Shearer, Milo H. Ferry, Edward Davis, John 


AK. Wright. 
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ac Situated 
. This is a two story 
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Alasonic Fraternity,—The following account of this insttu- 
tion in Reading, was politely furnished by a gentleman whe 
stands = high inthe Order. “ "lae Masonie Order, was establish- 
ed in Reading as early as 1794, under a warrant from the Riche 
a orshipful Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. The late Wilhiara 


sell, Esq ee ad the honor cf being its first ‘sper omecer— 


Pe o. 62, has ever embraced in its members some ef t 
most respecta sble persons of Reading, and the county of Berks. 


"There are now ej. hty-cight active members of the Ledge, be- 
sides 2 number ae honorary members.—Cuaprer No. 152, 
ols its warrant from the Right Worshipral Grand Neoly Royal 


1 
Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania. This body is also ina very 


they 


flourishing condition pdt ye members of th wv Order conternplate 


g 
erecting a Mezonie Temple for their greater ex suvenionce. and the 
ernamcnt of the Perounhs , 

The Garrick .tssoctat ton af Reeadt: ne, —This Drarnatie As: 
sociation Was formed several years a29, and has been warhiet 
in operation with a geud share of prosperity to the present tine, 
hey have a hall in the oid scaderoy butidive. neat! 
and ‘Gurnished for their performances. The society numbers 
ro—-nll youn menof the borough of f Read- 


y fitted un 
. a 
y 


about twenty mem 
ing, of very respective. families and good standing in society 


The i ‘abi 


aco; lis dé 
s 


yas formed about three years 
, nyemete research and Jiuse information 
brooch the medium of lectures by the 


upen scien! 

members. A sinall, ut we ‘t chosen, chemical and otherappara- 
2 ¢ ante SEP Lras tet 

i sf piinecais. were obtained; and the exer- 


tus, and 2 cetlection of tits pat 
210 f the assuciation bave been attended with interest and 
rons aio. \ iave 

rohit, to the nem! -rs and ethers. Lectures are delivered re- 
Preis, bU @ Mle eres wi : 

5 ycning hurling the d fall and winter, and 


n of business are he id onee amonth 


meckngs for th ie transucky 

ring the remainder of the year. Several members have oc- 
Cur is t ¢ 5 x me 
tin i uring, but this duty has fallen prince 


cus sionnily Qe 5isvéu elurTings 


ay tnsier, Whose 1 
ey upen Dr. J. P. if ae a 
upon chemistry have proved 9 euliarly interesting to tne young, 
rchension he has the huppy faculty o: 


it 


lectures and expeniments 


io whose Interest and ap} 
explaining the most abstrese parts of the science, 
xplaining 


“ nee EE Se ne em ‘ 
recent Scere etme a LS ONT ORE EE LT A ee ee 


ee | 


clam iade dete eateen ee Ee 


_ v _ 


TY Biel Pgs - “S 


ae - sh a 
yeh | mh 7 1h - 
Doris ae ee TO eb *  §\ mbes 


a eat 'V@.5 4 eee : . 
ae 7 7 7 7 
7~ _ 7 
7 ~ 
rn - ; 
7 - a 
io 
' ma ; 7 7 
“4G %,- 
= a : 
a 0 : as ‘ 
7 ; 7 a 9? Say 7 
7 : ( ~ 
b ; —*" 4 ; 
-_ y) : ” - : 
. 7 - a 
sae LS wie re a 
| a on ; # na 7 a any — rn ¥ 
1 mn _ : ; a oe | oe a a Sow 
A) 9 AT ; a oe vi a ‘ 
ee | 2 ay eee y Venn My i 
mn POW sh Pe oo a i? 
a yu 1 : : - id 0 > 490 “i 
‘ | 7 : . = 
- G ae ; Oo) te . io © 
ina 7 Ge fe Fe - : 
oe i 7 7 . . 
A : 7 ; _ a 3 - - 
a 7 - 7 t 7 1 7 if : - 7 oe 
7 : : 7 7 - : 
area Pee b Ni Mite =, j 
i a 7 . - 7 
7 7 : : ' 7 : - 
- ' : : ; : UD a. wher 
— —— a Wat phy ‘ 
ore 7 4 - > i 


a : 7 an) y a, - tat? a 5 


RORICGH OF READING. 57 


rote 


hetiiom Penn Insizvivei2.—‘his association has been tn exis- 
iene? several years, under tue pame of the Javier alseciation. 


sucil lime since, the piza end constitution of the society 


what altered, end the Present tulle adopted. Itis 


Gon posed principally of clerks ia ourstores,and young mecha- 
mics, and e7 ees >of young ten, who areanxi- 
OHS Zi UTE 5) = iniellectual improvements 
‘ jevates of this societe are heid weshkly in a convenient 
rena. Which tacy have elegantly furnished sor their use, and 


sctures, delivered by 


3 of which are 


of the Institution. 


y ormed between one 
and two years ugo, and is composed chictly ef macchanies and 
apprenuces. feeling tue impow ance of mental cultivation to 
Liam 28 men aid members o: socisiv, and acknowledging their 
uencenees in this respect, they essociated themselves with the 
view of pruiioting their muiuel improvement.” They are or- 
gauized under on appropsiaie constitution and bye-laws, to 
Walch strict oleuience irendered. Debates, Lectures, Essays 
and Recitaiions are amonz ses, and are con- 
Husted tha ¢ band 96 » tothe members, 
nad ensuing a nich dewree of success in the object tor whie a 
they are associated. ‘Uhe iormation is embraced ig 
A Ga plan Oi tins SsOcicty, 

Lanespy 
ire ore ti lili: one tierman and uw3 
= Weiola 


eal Creel 126074; Y Contains ararde number ot well sc 


herr money. Eflow Jong this valua- 


be suffered to remain in 1is present 
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precarious condition. or What disposition will finally be made 
of tt, itis dificult to conjecture. 

The Leading Litrary, isa large collection, containing many 
valuable and standard works. here are however entirely tow 
many novels; and a large portion of the otlrer works are rather 
ancient. "These however are valuable, and if some of the trashy 


nevels and romances were cleared from the shelves, and their 


winees supplied with judiciously chosen modera works, this 
would become a most excellent Itbrary. 


i af A Tey PAS Rene Arn pi tA ry lyre AH T 
Prandin Libvary.—This liorary was tormed to supply a want 


‘ i fa Bre Sierra ear belt Dancding af 
that had been fur many years seriously feltin Reading, of sone 


calleetion of useful books, which, by the low terms of access, 


omy fifty cents a year, which admits the rndividual to the use 
of a ¢huice selection of aboutt undred volumes—all useful 


and tostructive works. This tri 
; 


eae etee ued eaelen aa fen on 79 esa 6 are £, rd ee See 
Every PETSON, UNG Sey’ 3, lhrouon mere foree of the idea 


ul possessing a share, to rive ereater Interest In 


tee library, and make thera more likely to improve its benefits, 


ct 


tle same time, be- 


than it admission were gratul 


ing carefully applied to the 


CMlent to proeure , bate cour 


Ya lohroare OY ; +t} , | ~ } n I nar 
mest valuable library. iis institution has Leen in oper 


a littl: more than a vea 


umber of members and 


the extent to whieh the books are read, it seems tobe well! an- 


sWweripg the purpose tor which it was designed. 
a t } F) 
a) ? a, a . o. Fd | PT Vk r he - Try ” 
resides Tie ane Vay there is a { CPC MLN Li PPL Y Ike pet oY 
‘ rye z Apes op, Re Pe = 
Mr. Harper. There arc a coud many excellent books tn this 
reieetion, but a much larzer share of novels a 


he portion most read, 
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HAPTER X41. 


GuVERNMENT OF THE Boroven or Reantnc—Fine ComMpanirs 


-—Minrrany Orricers anp Companies: 


was erected into a be an act of the Gene- 


ryt hela Lone 4 
he original LL OL 


vied on the twenty ninth of March 1513, 


f 
u. 

i 
a. 


. of ae mene 
bers, who are declared a body - politi ie and corporate, by the name 


and sivle of “The Chief Burgess and Assistant Durgess and 


dn 


Town Councilof the Bara 


succession; to bee 


personal ormixed, nc 


; 2s 
tnousand auilars 5 to 


eomm mea tthy . 


or 


thro He Cc snrt-house. 


to revise, repcal or am ¢ 

and directed to enact such other bye-laws and make such rules, 
revilaticnus and ordinances. as shall be deemed by a majority 
ots conneil necessary to promote the peace, wood oxter, 


a 
ction in ail e ech 
1110n a ton. 

ea a Ya hre-] Wes en2rcetec| ater 
to mitignte or remithues le 
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v2 GEECE), Owe. 


Neuse beine rendered. The 


te the court of cominon jieas, except in what re! 

pesing and collectiac of the borouch tax, and 
ad | mer at or% . ; 7 

made by the town council. 

The above named cficers, tomeiher with a Town Clerk, 
treasurer, and Cuerk of che inarket, and two supervisors af the 
streets, lanes, &e. ct borough, are elected annually en the 
fed at aa a4 ie la aoe 1 | : ri : vs 
first Monday in May; aud vse town conneil electa High Ceon- 
stable, whose daty itis te giv ei tne annual esecticus, 
and siperintend the same. 

ryt ee 

Uhe following persons compsse the Borouch Officers fer the 
oificial vear ending in May, IS41.—C#ier BDureess, Georeo W-. 


\ 
Stron r. SENTY Conrar’, John Prints. Treasurer, William 


Ad! chigens ef the borcugh whe have resided therem ene 


Ba year, and are qualified ty vets tor members of the Genera: As- 
j tbiv, are entitied to yete at the annual clections ef bereveii 
: : 
ao is aint & ty 
The borough is divided tatu two Election We eparaicd 
by Penn street, and called Nerth aud Sceuth Wa : 
3 


tue frequent eceurrence oi fires inthe 


2 hev are armed with authority fer 4 oh 
Tiots rd disturbaur By, dug 2 aep! Webs bedi cr 
disorderly persons, Their duties, ee ol Wirleh ts to ery the 
ours, coumience 4t rine ocleck on 1 oeeulinue thronoh tlt 

ti CuLPANIES, 
y towne oreities Where property ! 
GG tron destrucugn bY Ere, tien ah He PA | or, \ 
wy OUT Wost avtive iid Taitse cae BS elbow. 
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names as firemen, with no otherinducement bat thelrown nube 
{ie spirit and ambition for usefulness, to assume the arduous 
duties of this station, The various companies conscquenily 
are strong in numbers, and efficient. They are generally pro- 
vided with engines aud apparatus of excellent quality. The 
** Never-Sink,’? an engine lately purchased by the company 
bearing that name, is large and i al fy very beautifnl. 
There are eighteen fire plugs at the most uitable points of the: < 
borough, so that water may be canteen a micans ot hose ta 
every part of the town: and since the constructicn of the Waiter 
Company’s large reservoir, whi¢n is kept filled as a provision 
in case of fire, an abundant supply may always be relied upon. 
The following is a list of the diferent fire companies—The 
Never Sink, the Junior Engine, the Rain Bow, and Reading 
IIcse Companies, belonging to each of which ts a Hose Car 
riege and sui®cient hose. There is also a Took and Ladde 


Company, and a Protection Company. 


Minrrary Orricers AND CoMPANIES 


freneral Ofee 
Sixth Division of the Pennsylvania Militia. 

William Riley and iced er P. Miller. Aids. 

William High, Brigadier General of the Second Brigad 


rs.—George - Keim, Major General of the 


Sixth Division. 
William TT. heim, Aid-de-camp. 
John Schwartz. Brigade Major. : 


Jacob Shilling, Quarter Master. . 
Jeremiah Sh pelle] Brigade Inspector. 


ce : se in Atos : 
Ofieers of jhe 33d Rewiimeni, 2d. Bricade, bik Division, P.M. 


ifugh Lindsay, Colonel. C. Peger Jackson, in ulant. 
John fl. Keim, Lt. Colonel. Samuel] Geard, Quarter Master. 
John Ebner, Major Ist Bat. John Boyer, cca Major. 
D. Gring, Jr. Maj 2d Bat. Wm. W sichas tes \iaster Sere. 
Alex. IH]. Witman, Sureeon. Georwe Drenkle, File Major, 

Henry Homan, Drum Major. 

Hibsham and Jebn G. Marshall, Surgeon's Mates, 
> -) 
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the Reeling 2rtiliry Company is coiwposed of 83 active 


Captain, William Streng, ed Lieut., Henry Row. 


Ist Lieutenant, C.F. Jackson. 3d Lieut.. Jolin Geodhart. 


The Lake I Fantey Coupany of a: 
telus 58 men:bers 

Captain, Wi. FH. etn. od Lieut.. F. B, Schoener. 

Isi Lieut, Geo, W. Oukley.  Ensiga, Gee. E. Ludwig. 

2d Licut.. David Melinieht 

Tic Leading Zroop, contains 40 members. 


(ayt., Joim W. Burkhari. 9d Licut., John B. Alovore 
Ist Anite ot a Joba Price, Cornet, J yvenal Collier. 


CHAP PIE DL. 


Having travelled threngh the cor arked Out icr myseil 
in the plen of the back, 1 find a litue bund! of jorlorm leis 
Vpon iy hands, which, though noi enurely deficient in nceresi, 


sat - + Seok. ¢% Paes ‘ 45 por? “4 eet , es ait 
labeca Gt securing for themis¢ Ives a luGemenht DY Ule Way, eee 


+ ) 
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ln order that they may not be utterly lost, | have corciuced to 


©.3yc0 cis @echenter by thenisclves. 
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Oia was erceted int maaty, and keadu tbhist 
| ' CUCweu a Jd «t y i \ 5 
hie beat iy-sent, wn-lhie Veur of @TAace one t nna! v4 
husdied ond fi Tho first Deed was recorded in the of. 
few, November the seventeeth, and the first Ui7, Novembe: 
tho taventyerdnth of thet year; and to ceiplete the houors cr 
} u HOW Country, 2 An Was Ins! feu abet te i. Line 
§ 
: it orn : reestds of the dyings of Tits “Waiesty 
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Berks Counry. 
To one of ye Constables of Readine, 
y Christ Subpoena Philip Adam Nlauser end Joseph 
Seal Scelleuberger ol ve township of Dern, so that 
rey be waa appear before me and Wm. Reeser, on ve first 
day of September next at one of the cleckin ve afternoon, then 


and there t> gir 


ce ina certain dispute now depending 
| g 
before us au undetermined, between ye Lutheran and Reform. 


ed Conorezations about Sanct, Michacl’s Church.—Hereof you 


:under my hund and sealat 


Uenny Crrisr. 


I « Apprchend George Geisler, and bring him imnaie. 
a et diat ly before me, or the next Justice to ansr 
wnto such mutirs and as on his Maiesty’s behalf shal} 
be ahi lar : tharine Reose; hereef fail not.— 
Given und: iny hane end seal, Deer ye 2Uth 1770. 
tases Diemer 
To main ] I Wit 


viv doubt that 


Creuree Geisler 


The following dceuments are interesting as liusteative of the 


Ann appraisement of the wcods late the property of Wim. 


wees. taken in execution—by Samcent dacisen, Consiable. 


— RD RETREAT TET POM 
eT rr 


ee IIIT oR ome 


— PPE Senet PETS Ea 
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hart py the Constable, and apr Tiised by us the supseribers as 


follows. Amity August 24th 1770, to wit— 
One coat 380s £1 10s Od 
One Jacket & trowsers 12s 0. Tt 7) 
Qne ruge ds VU 5 i) 
-Gne pillow 2s OO” 2) 0 
a 


it 
‘im 
= 
=) 


Tam not quite sure that Mr. Dehart would congratulate him- 
self that his body was Ift. 


A bedy ef Hessian prisoners captured at Trenton in 177, 
together with many British, and the principal Seotch Royalists 
subdued and taken in North Carclina, were broueht to Read- 
ing, and stationed in a grove on the bank of the river Schuy}- 
kill, in the south part of the borough. In the fall of the same 
vear they were removed to the hill, east of the town, which is 
called the ** Hessian camp” to this day. There they remained 
some time, and built themselves Huts in regular camp order, 


the greater part of which may be scen at the present day. 


The coldest houses standing in the borouch are, the house of 
Widow Gracff, No. 134 Hast Penn Street, formerly kept asa 
tavern; the house of Danicl Graetl, No. 153 a Penn Street: 
Now 153 in Sth st., between Venn and Washington, and the 


Spring Garden house. 


The corner house oceupted by Keim and Siichter, was built 
In the year 1735, by Conrad Weiser the lndian Interpreter and 
Asent for Government, and was for many years oceupied as a 
wigwam. where many tribes met tor Tireaty, &e. 


The first coal stove was introduced into use In Reading in 
L812. bv William Stahle, And the first Stone coal was brouckt 


; F : a es pi », Esq- 
into town ubout the same tme by Marks John Biddle Nsq 


Reading bas,on two or three occasions, sustained considera, 
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< 
Teal c La ifeas} ; mio nhwacticailc  ityaum 
ble damacze fram the freshetsin the river Scheylhitl Themost 
remarkahbte freshets were in the vears, 1720. 1322, 1859 and 
ISt1.. Vhe following statement of their comparative heigut, 


Was made out by Peter Strohecker. 


Che fresnet on the 2ist of February, 1822, was six feet ten 


than in 17863 January 25, 1539, 1t was four iset 


ss than in 1786; January 8, 1541. it was 1 foot 


Sinches less thanin 1786. In 1538, it was two teet 6 inches 


a 1 Se Seea is: GD = Inenes jetotre 
; in 1841, it was 2 fect S$! inches Iuguer 


5. Ikeim’s) falling mill. 
In 1S41, the river rose 19 fect 14 inches above low water 

4 
7 


mark: in L786, 20 feet T+ inches. 


Vriendly reader, my task is done—and thinc alsa, if tion hast 

id fuitufullw 5 if not, a second perusal is modesily recommend: 

> And now, trom famine, foods, and folly, may Providenc 
and prudence preserve thee ! 
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PAGE, 
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Judges of the Courts, - - - - = 29 
Justiees of the peace, - - - - % 

ee Ancient proceedings of, > 63 


Jail, - - - - - - 41 
Kkeim, Whitaker & Co's Nail and Iron Works, - 46 


Locomotive &c Manutactury of Dotterer & Cc., - 47 
Libraries, - - . - - - 57 
Merchants and traders, - - - - 25 
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